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by Fr. Randy Dollins

To fortify a position, it is necessary 
to strengthen all sides, otherwise 

your opponent will simply attack on 
the weak side. Think of an ancient 
city that was protected by a wall. 
The entirety of the wall had to be 
fortified, most especially the gates. 
The Latin verb communio captures 
this concept of fortification well. It 
is a combination of con, meaning 
“with,” and munio, meaning “to 
defend or fortify,” or more broadly, 
“to enclose.” Interestingly, when 
communio is used as a noun in Latin, it 
takes on the meaning of “communion, 
or association, fellowship, and 
community.” 

It is easy to see how our idea of 
communion and community are 
derived from this concept. All the 
people living inside a fortification 
would have the same unified goal. 
Living together they would establish 
a moral code, categories for success 
and failure, economic and political 
values and practices, legal codes and 
public policy, manners and modes of 
entertainment, standards of decency, 
etc. All these things together would 
form the fabric of who they were, 
what they believed and how they 
acted. 

The FORTIFYING REALITY 
of COMMUNION
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For us as Catholics it’s no different. Our 
beliefs, our morality, our standards, 
and so on, all contribute to the 
communion. Coming together at the 
Mass, we create a very real communio, 
a fortification and fellowship. We 
experience the communion through 
shared worship, listening to the Word 
of God, being instructed by the elder, 
the priest, reciting the same creed as 
a collective, and then, most intimately 
and perfectly, expressing the same 
core belief in the Eucharist as the 
Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, and 
the collective sharing of this meal of 
thanksgiving together.

Our Catholic faith serves as a 
fortification not only when we come 
to our church campus to be together, 
the tenets of our faith also serve as a 
fortification, armor, when we are out 
in the world.

One area where we often fall short 
is in the ways that we cultivate 
fellowship. To fortify, we need to 
know each other, work alongside each 
other, support each other, etc. Part 
of our American culture is a rugged 
individualism mixed with a trend 
toward personal enlightenment. The 
so-called religious establishment has 
lost the confidence of many, but that 
does not mean that our God given 
desire for spiritual connection has 
been lost. In many ways it has become 
twisted. I have experienced what I 
call an individualistic enlightenment 

mentality. People mash together 
various things like yoga, dieting, 
meditation, self-help podcasts, and 
religious practices to compile a post-
modern cocktail of self-fulfillment and 
spiritualism. This might look good on 
Instagram, but it lacks the fortification, 
truth, and relationships necessary to 
fulfill and sustain us, let alone to bring 
us to heaven.

Our faith has both vertical and 
horizontal dimensions. Each person 
has a relationship with God, the 
vertical dimension, who dwells 
within us at our intimate core. We 
strengthen this relationship through 
personal prayer and participation 
in the Sacraments. We need to 
remember that Jesus came not just 
to rescue us from sin and death, 
but also to establish the Kingdom of 
Heaven here on earth, a community 
of believers who participate in 
authentic communio. This relates to 
the horizontal dimension of our faith, 
the common mission that is shared by 
believers. This Kingdom is the Catholic 
Church, and the local reality is the 
parish.

At our parish, on any given Sunday we 
have about 3,400 people attend Mass. 
Statistical research tells us that this 
is 66% of our active members, which 
means that currently our congregation 
is about 5,150 people. These are the 
people with whom we should have 
communio, the ones who we should 

be supporting and be supported 
by. Another thing that research 
into human organizational models 
reveals is that large communities lose 
authentic connection and real efficacy.

As we continue our journey and 
follow God’s mission to build up his 
Kingdom here on earth, we as a parish 
community, the St. Thomas More 
congregation, are going to need to find 
ways of connecting with each other in 
smaller groups. Already we have many 
thriving ministries and groups within 
our larger community. Nevertheless, 
it is easy for many to fall into the trap 
of busyness and end up, hopefully 
unintentionally, reducing their parish 
experience to popping in for Mass 
and the occasional confession, and 
that’s it. They are not experiencing 
the fortifying effect of being part of a 
community. I believe the result is that 
they are not able to live their faith as 
meaningfully in the world. As it says in 
Hebrews, “We must consider how to 
rouse one another to love and good 
works. We should not stay away from 
our assembly, as is the custom of 
some, but encourage one another, and 
this all the more as you see the day 
drawing near” (Heb 10:24-25).

I am excited to see the continued 
evolution of our parish as we fortify 
each other, go on mission together, 
and bring the light of Jesus Christ into 
the world around us. u

Our Lady of the New Advent
Memorial in Denver – Friday, December 16

Advent Mass Schedule
Saturday (Anticipatory): 4:00pm & 5:30pm

Sunday: 7:00am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm & 5:30pm

Monday–Friday: 6:30am & 9:00am
Saturday: 7:30am 

Advent Confessions 
Weekly  Schedule:

Monday–Friday: 8:00am
Thursday: 6:30pm; Saturday: 8:30am 
Parish Advent Confessions 

Thursday, December 15: 6:30pm
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Christmas Eve 
4:00pm & 6:30pm  
Midnight Mass 12:00am

Christmas Day
7:00am, 8:30am, 10:30am & 12:30pm

Christmas Mass Schedule

Come Celebrate Christmas with Us!
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By Dcn. Greg Kandra

Psssst. Want to be an evangelist? Here's a secret you may 
not know: You already are. Really. 

The fact is, you don't have to be St. Paul, Pope Francis, 
Venerable Fulton Sheen or Bishop Robert Barron to be 
an effective spreader of the Gospel. You don't need to be 
penning epistles from prison, preaching from Rome or 
broadcasting to the faithful on television or YouTube. You 
don't even have to hold some advanced theological degree 
or have great rhetorical skills to stand before the world and 
proclaim the Good News. 

You may be doing it right now and not even realize it. 
Evangelizing lies at the heart of who we are as baptized 
Christians—and, as a consequence, every choice we make, 
every word we speak, every action we undertake somehow 
reflects on who we are and what we believe. 

We spend our days—in ways large and small—announcing 
the Gospel and proclaiming it. 

For better or worse, we are evangelizing every day of our 
lives. What? You didn't realize that? Pull up a chair. You 
need to hear this.

Pope St. Paul VI expressed this idea beautifully in his 
1975 exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi (“Proclaiming the 
Gospel”): "Above all the Gospel must be proclaimed by 
witness. Take a Christian or a handful of Christians who, 
in the midst of their own community, show their capacity 
for understanding and acceptance, their sharing of life and 
destiny with other people, their solidarity with the efforts 
of all for whatever is noble and good. Let us suppose 
that they radiate in an altogether simple and unaffected 
way their faith in values that go beyond current values, 
and their hope in something that is not seen and that 
one would not dare to imagine. Through this wordless 
witness these Christians stir up irresistible questions in the 
hearts of those who see how they live: Why are they like 
this? Why do they live in this way? What or who is it that 
inspires them? Why are they in our midst? Such a witness 
is already a silent proclamation of the Good News and a 
very powerful and effective one" (No. 21).

Pope Francis explained our role in all this when he wrote 
in Evangelii Gaudium ("The Joy of the Gospel"), "Anyone 
who has truly experienced God's saving love does not need 
much time or lengthy training to go out and proclaim that 
love" (No. 120).

So how can we do that? Not all of us can climb on a 
soapbox on a street corner and proclaim to anyone who 
will listen, "Believe! Repent!" (Most of us, I think, tend to 
be on the shy side anyway; there's a reason Catholics like 
to sit near the back when they go to Mass.) But every one 
of us can have an impact, and quite a few of us can change 
hearts, educate strangers and even redirect lives by simply 
going out into the world with an evangelizing spirit—a 
spirit that calls out with faith, hope and love to people too 
often overwhelmed by doubt, anxiety and fear.

And in fact, as I mentioned at the beginning, every one of 
us who has been baptized is already showing the world 
what we believe, whether we realize it or not.

But how well are we doing that? What is the Christianity 
we are sharing with others? And how can we do it better? 
Glad you asked.

EVERYDAY 
EVANGELIZATION
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With a nod to the evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke 
and John—the original Fab Four—I'd like to offer four 
suggestions all of us can employ to make us better 
practitioners of evangelization. They aren't difficult or  
time-consuming and they may spark ideas of your own to 
add to them.

These all have one thing in common: They can help all of us 
show the world the joyful, merciful, hopeful face of Christ. 
That, in a nutshell, lies at the very heart of evangelization. 
That's where it starts.

 Remember the Candle
At our baptism, we (or our parents) receive a candle, 

lit from the Paschal candle, with the words, "Receive the 
light of Christ." The priest or deacon asked that this light be 
kept burning brightly. How is that going?

A priest who was once assigned to my home parish loved 
the song "This Little Light of Mine," and I remember that 
it was played at his funeral Mass. Those of us who heard 
it that morning couldn't help but smile. He was always 
encouraging people to keep their light burning—let it 
shine! We need to hear that. And that light can be a 
powerful tool for evangelization.

Many years ago, my wife and I made a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land, and one of our fellow pilgrims was a young 
woman who had just come into the Church the previous 
Easter. I asked her one day, "What made you want to 

become Catholic?" And she replied without hesitation, "It 
was my boss." Really?

She nodded. "I saw how he treated people. His family. His 
friends. All the people who worked with him and worked 
for him. He's just one of the kindest and most thoughtful 
people I've ever met." And then she added: "There is a light 
in him." And I said to myself, "I want what he has."

What a witness. That man was evangeliz ing and spreading 
the Faith without even realizing it. And hearing that made 
me won der: How many people would say something 
like that about me? How is my light shining in the world, 
radiating to others? Do I let it shine? Or do I keep it 
hidden? Has it petered out?

A great way for us to evangelize is to nur ture that light, 
keep it burning and share it with others—people whose 
lives may not always be as bright. The world needs Chris-
tians who are incandescent!

 Listen to yourself
Words matter. Attitude matters. Tone matters. And 

nowhere is that more critically important today than in the 
Wild West that is social media. 

I spend a lot of time wandering the dusty byways of  
Facebook, Twitter, and assorted corners of the 
blogosphere. I never cease to be amazed—and often 
shocked and embarrassed—at how Christians treat one 
another there. (As a priest friend of mine likes to put it, 
"See how these Christians shove one another." I corrected 
him: "No," I said, "It's 'See how these Christians club one 
another.'") Man, we can be brutal.

Social media is merciless. It's ruthless. It's judgmental. And 
it's often just heartless and cruel. We Catholic Christians 
are quick to judge, label, shame, disparage, dismiss. (And 
I'm as guilty as anyone else; I do this too often myself. 
For these and all my sins, I am sorry.) The objects of our 
discontent range from what kinds of liturgy we like, to 
what kind of hymns we prefer, and what sorts of attire we 
wear into the pews. Everyone is a liturgist, a fashion critic, 
a musical expert, a confessor waiting for an offending 
Catholic to admit they have sinned by wearing shorts and 
flip-flops to Mass.

Want to be a brave, countercultural evangelist? Don't 
do that. Don't give in to pettiness. Steer clear of judging 
without knowing all the facts. Presume good intentions. 
Respect those you disagree with. Take time to listen. 

A friend of mine, after watching all the carping and 
criticism on one Facebook thread, texted me to ask, "What 
do non-Catholics think of this? Why would anyone want to 
join a religion that treats its fellow believers like that?" 

Good question. 
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We can do better—all of us. By honoring and respecting 
those with whom we disagree and engaging with them 
civilly, we can bear witness to simple Gospel values of 
charity, dignity, and compassion.

And we might also, in some small way, send forth that 
light that we need to shine.

Go and do Likewise
I've often said that these four words—the conclusion 

of the parable of the good Samaritan, which sum up the 
timeless moral of the story—are among the most difficult 
in all of Scripture.

Every evangelist needs to remember them. And then we 
need to try living them.

Often, that means stepping out of our comfort zone. But 
that, too, is an intrinsic part of the Gospel. When Jesus 
told his disciples, "Put out into the deep," he wasn't 
just giving advice for fishing. He was telling them: "Go 
where it's risky. Leave what you know. Go where it's 
uncomfortable and the water is murky and the winds are 
wild. You'll be amazed at what you find."

For us today, this also means: Do what is hard. Be a 
Samaritan to someone who is broken, hurt, wounded, 
suffering. Give time. Give patience. Lend a hand and lend 
an ear. Volunteer for a parish ministry that reaches out 
to those in need. Strive to be the face of Christ to people 
who are desperate to see him. 

A few years ago, I made a trip to Jordan and visited the 
extraordinary Italian hospital in Amman. A small staff of 
Catholics—doctors, nurses, nuns—cared for poor patients 
who were predominantly Muslim. The building contains 
a small chapel. Every nursery, every waiting room, every 
treatment area had a crucifix or a picture of Mary or 
Jesus hanging on the wall. I don't know that the patients 
paid much attention to that, or if they even knew their 
significance. But I imagine every person who was treated 
there went home with this memory: When it mattered, a 
Catholic hospital was there for them. Christian doctors and 
nurses and staff members saw people in need and offered 
the compassionate and loving face of Christ. 

Honestly, this can be the most powerful sermon any of us 
might give—and we do it without saying a word.

Pope Francis once said: "If you happen to be with an 
atheist who tells you that he does not believe in God, 
you can read him the whole library, where it says that 
God exists, and where it is proven that God ex ists, and 
he will not believe. (However) if in the presence of this 
same atheist you witness to a consistent, Christian life, 
something will begin to work in his heart. It will be your 
witness that brings him the restlessness on which the Holy 
Spirit works."

Seeing is believing. When nonbelievers see us living out our 
faith, even in small but tender ways, they see that we have 
something—Someone—that we believe in.

 Entertain Angels
The world lost a prominent and devoted Catholic in 

June with the death of political commentator Mark Shields. 
Paying tribute to his colleague, columnist David Brooks 
remembered an essay he wrote when Shields retired, 
noting how his friend lived out his Catholicism. Brooks 
wrote:

"Mark instinctively identifies with the underdog. Every 
year he invites me to do an event with him with Catholic 
social workers. These are people who serve the poor 
and live among the poor. They have really inexpensive 
clothing and really radiant faces, and in their lives you 
see the embodiment of an entire moral system, Catholic 
social teaching, which has its service arm and, in Mark, its 
political and journalistic arm."

What struck me about that was Mark Shields' eagerness 
to include a non -Catholic in something explicitly Catholic. 
He made him a part of his life, his tradition, his values, his 
faith.

I was reminded of this famous declaration in the Letter to 
the Hebrews: "Do not neglect hospitality, for through it 
some have unknowingly entertained angels" (13:2).
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the only one who told me about the other Christians and 
let me make up my own mind."

A journey that led eventually to her baptism began, quite 
simply, with patience, attentiveness, and charity.

It's also worth remembering: Ours is a faith of senses and 
sensations—from the music to the incense to the visual 
power of icons, statues and stained glass. Welcome those 
who are curious. Help them see what we are all about. 
Crack open the door and invite them in.

None of these ideas, as I said, are too taxing or time-
consuming, and chances are you may be doing some of 
this already. But all of us can do more. All of us can benefit 
from developing an attitude of expansiveness, welcome 
and joy—encouraging curiosity, offering companionship 
and patience, and fanning the flame to keep that baptism 
candle glowing.

Believe it or not, evangelists are everywhere. Want to 
meet one? Just take a look in the mirror. Then head out the 
door and show the world what you have to offer. Proclaim 
the Good News. As I tell people at the end of every Mass, 
"Glorify the Lord with your life."

You may speak volumes without saying a word. u

Editor’s Note: This article is reprinted with permission of 
Our Sunday Visitor. Deacon Greg Kandra is the creator 
of The Deacon's Bench blog and the author of ''The Busy 
Person's Guide to an Extraordinary Life" (Word Among Us 
Press).

Want to do a little friendly evangelizing? Show hospitality! 
"All are welcome" is more than something we sing at 
church. It's an attitude for living the Christian life.

Entertain a friend—or a stranger who just might be an 
angel! (You just might unknowingly be that person's angel, 
at a moment when they didn't expect it.) Ask someone 
to Mass. Or a parish social. Or a Christmas concert in 
your church. Invite them to experience the wonder and 
mystery of the Triduum, or the glory of Midnight Mass, 
or the humbling and heartbreaking journey of the Way of 
the Cross. You never know if you might ignite a spark of 
curiosity that will lead someone to say, "Tell me more."

Several years ago, I read the story of a Muslim woman in 
Iraq during the war. She was deeply impressed by how 
the U.S. medical personnel cared not only for Americans 
and Iraqis but also treated wounded enemy combatants 
including one who was known to have killed U.S. marines.

She was so struck that this woman approached the 
chaplain and said to him, with curiosity and with courage, 
"Tell me more about Jesus." He did. He described Jesus and 
the Gospels. After thinking about this for some time, the 
Muslim woman finally came up to the chaplain and told 
him, "I want to become a Christian."

Since this priest serves all Christians, not just Catholics, 
he decided to introduce her to chaplains from other 
denominations. But after talking with them, she came back 
to the Catholic chaplain and said, "I want to be a Catholic, 
like you." When he asked her why, she replied, "You were 

For your Christmas giving For your Christmas giving 
stop by the STM Gift Shop.stop by the STM Gift Shop.

Gift Shop HoursGift Shop Hours
Monday & Tuesday: 9:30am to 4:00pm

Wednesday: Closed
Thursday & Friday: 9:30am to 4:00pm

Saturday: 10:30am to 5:30pm

Sunday: 9:00am to 12:30pm
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by Fr. Brian Strassburger, SJ

“Excuse me, Father, may I go over and pray in front of the 
Virgin Mary?” There are few requests that have a more 
obvious answer. “Of course you may!”

The teenage girl crosses the church to kneel in front of an 
image of Our Lady of Guadalupe, hands folded and head 
bowed in prayer, tears spilling down her cheeks. The faith 

of migrants that I encounter on the U.S. – Mexico border 
never fails to astound me.

In June 2021, I was ordained a Jesuit priest after a ten-year 
formation process. For my first mission, I was sent to the 
Diocese of Brownsville, Texas on the U.S. – Mexico border 
with Fr. Louie Hotop, SJ, who was ordained with me. We 
were tasked with forming a new mission in the Rio Grande 
Valley.

"Excuse me, Father,  
may I go pray in front  
of the Virgin Mary?"
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Where do you start as a pair of newly ordained priests 
without a school or parish for full-time ministry? Upon our 
arrival, Bishop Daniel Flores gave us our instructions: “read 
the reality and respond to it.”

It became clear from the start that the need for pastoral 
accompaniment and humanitarian aid for migrants is 
substantial. For this reason, Fr. Louie and I quickly focused 
our efforts on direct ministry to migrants on both sides of 
the U.S. – Mexico border. 

In this new ministry, we regularly visit shelters in Reynosa, 
Mexico and McAllen, Texas where we celebrate Mass and 
spend time visiting with the people. 

The Masses are sometimes very simple: a white table 
cloth over a folding table surrounded by metal folding 
chairs. Even in this context, however, we never doubt the 
importance of our Sacramental ministry, especially when 
we see a migrant family hold one another close as we sing 
the Kyrie or lift their hands in prayer during the Our Father. 

Many have not had access to the Sacraments for weeks or 
months, and it is not uncommon to see tears streaming 
down their face as they approach the altar to receive the 
Eucharist or a blessing. 

In addition to our Sacramental ministry and pastoral 
accompaniment, we provide direct humanitarian aid in 

Reynosa. With current U.S. border policies, thousands of 
migrants are living in shelters or on the streets of cities in 
northern Mexico, unable to seek asylum in the U.S. 

We visit a shelter called Senda de Vida 2 in Reynosa, that 
was just opened in May 2022. While it provides safety and 
some basic infrastructure like bathrooms and a kitchen, the 
facilities are minimal. 

Between 1,000–1,500 people are living inside the walls 
of Senda de Vida 2 in tents on top of a layer of gravel, 
all underneath the blazing sun. It is a disturbing sight to 
behold—so many people gathered in such substandard 
conditions with not much more than hope to sustain them. 

In order to address these acute needs, we work with the 
leaders of the shelter to provide hygiene products, cleaning 
supplies, and kitchen items. St. Thomas More’s stewardship 
has generously helped to provide for these needs.

Back at San Felipe de Jesús, the parish in Brownsville where 
we serve part-time as parochial vicars, we celebrate a Mass 
for unaccompanied minors on Sunday afternoons. These 
migrants are under 18 years old and have made the  

        read the reality  
           and respond to it.“

Senda de Vida 2 houses 1,000–1,500 migrants living in tents placed on a layer of gravel under the hot sun. 
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One of two murals that adorn the walls outside Senda de Vida 2 that were painted by the 
migrants themselves. This one includes flags from all the countries represented by migrants 
at the mission.

Fr. Brian Strassburger, S.J. celebrating Mass at Casa del Migrante in Reynosa, Mexico.

long journey north without a parent. 
They are held  in detention centers for 
weeks or months before being released 
to family or sponsors in the U.S. 
Between 40–100 of these children come 
to the Mass every week. 

The choir leads them in song and dance 
before we start Mass. The message of 
the homily is almost always the same, 
“God is with you. He will never abandon 
you. He loves you.” After the liturgy, 
volunteers from the parish hand out 
tacos, soda, and cake, and we visit with 
the kids while they eat. 

While the cake and soda bring a smile 
to their faces, it is clear what really 
draws most of them to come to Church 
on Sunday: “Excuse me, Father, may I 
go over and pray in front of the Virgin 
Mary?” They come to pray.

When I see these teenagers kneeling in 
front of Our Lady, I think about my years 
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The Solemnity of the Immaculate  
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Thursday, December 8 – (Holy Day of Obligation)
Mass Times: Wednesday, December 7: 6:00pm

Thursday, December 8: 6:30am, 9:00am,  
12:00pm & 6:00pm

The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
Patroness of the Americas 

Monday, December 12
Mass Times: 6:30am and 9:00am

Mary, our Mother, Pray for Us!

in high school youth group at St. Thomas More. There is a 
great chasm between my life experiences and theirs at that 
age. 

I was living in a comfortable family and attending private 
Catholic schools. They have traveled hundreds of miles 
without parents, leaving situations of poverty and violence 
in search of safety and opportunity. Yet there is something 
unbreakable that connects us: our faith. Just as I would 
have knelt during Eucharistic adoration or clapped my 
hands during praise and worship songs in youth group, so 
too do these migrant youth.

Every migrant we meet is endowed with dignity and 
created in God’s image and likeness. That’s easy to forget 
when our picture of the border is painted only by cold 
statistics and news headlines.

It is impossible to forget someone’s inherent dignity, 
however, when you join them in prayer, when you hear a 
teenager open their heart in confession, or when you see a 
mother doing all she can to ensure her family’s safety.

The situation on the border is constantly evolving, but our 

commitment is unwavering. We want to thank St. Thomas 
More for supporting our ministry. Please continue to pray 
for us, and especially for all migrants who, like the Holy 
Family, have to flee threats of violence in search of safety. 
May God continue to accompany them, and all of us, on 
our journey of faith. 

If you want to learn more about our mission, please 
subscribe to the Jesuit Border Podcast wherever you 
listen to podcasts. We share stories of our ministry and 
interview people working on the border. 

You can also contribute through purchasing items on our 
Amazon wish list (see the QR code), which are brought 
directly to migrants in need. u

Editor's Note: The St. Thomas 
More Stewardship Committee, on 
behalf of the parishioners of our 
parish, approved a donation of 
$24,000 to support the mission 
work of Father Brian and Father 
Louie. 
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Our Response to God's Gifts

                                          Amount     % of Total 
Local                           $  327,519                 72.6%
International                                 47,555                 10.5% 
National                46,661                 10.3%
State                                                 30,000                   6.6%

Total General Charity Fund  
by Geography                                         $   451,735              100.0%  

                                          Amount    % of Total 
Poor                          $   171,839                 38.0%
Mission                                 85,500                 18.9% 
Religious                                 83,180                 18.4% 
Education                                                45,500                 10.1%
Outreach                                                              44,716                   9.9%
Social Concerns                                21,000                    4.7% 

Total General Charity Fund by Cause  $  451,735             100.0%  

general charity fund 
by cause

 Poor    Religious     Mission    Education  
 Outreach    Social Concerns 

 Local    International    National     State

72.6%
10.5%

10.3%
6.6%

With contributions to organizations such  
St. Vincent de Paul, Twin Parishes Food Bank, 
Christ in the City, Centro San Juan Diego, and 
Little Sisters of the Poor, we helped clothe the 

needy, fed the hungry, and befriended and 
provided shelter for the homeless.

$171,839

$85,500
Donations to ministries such as FOCUS, Regina 

Caeli Hermitage, Annunciation Heights, 
Mother Cabrini Shrine, and local parishes 

supported the spread of the  Good News of 
the Gospel & the love of Jesus Christ.

38.0%

18.9%

10.1%

18.4%

9.9% 4.7%

We assisted local schools including St. 
Thomas More, Annunciation Catholic School, 

and Escuela de Guadalupe to facilitate 
the provision of excellent, Christ-centered 

education for their students.

In addition to our tithe on our tithe, our 
generous parishioners gave an additional 
$923,300 through their donations to the 
Archbishop Catholic Appeal and in pew 

collections for Eastern Europe, the Holy Land, 
the Marshall Fire, the Miguel Pro Mission 

Appeal, Retired & Infirmed Priests, and the 
Seminaries' Appeal!

$923,300

Fiscal Year: July 1, 2021–June 30, 2022

general charity fund 
by geography

$45,500
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                                          Amount     % of Total 
International                          $    7,820                    50.0%
Local                                                  5,430                    34.7% 
National                2,400                    15.3%                 

Total Children's Charity Fund
by Geography                                           $   15,650               100.0% 

children’s charity fund  
by geography

                                          Amount     % of Total 
Children & Youth                            $     7,829                  50.1%  
Poor                                    2,871                 18.3%      
Mission                                                     2,800                 17.9%
Outreach                   2,150                 13.7%

Total Children's Charity Fund
by Cause                                                     $   15,650              100.0% 

children’s charity fund  
by cause

Donations to the Capuchin Poor Clares, 
Retirement Fund for the Religious along 

with other grants supported our priests and 
religious, vocations of seminarians, novitiates, 

and diaconate candidates.

$83,180

 International  Local   National

15.3%

34.7%

50.0%

Donations to the Natural Disaster Relief Fund 
and Catholic Relief Services helped those 
suffering from natural disasters. Outreach 

to prison ministries, Doing His Time and My 
Father's House, along with other ministries 

assisted the unemployed and those with loved 
ones in prison. 

$44,716

50.1%

18.3%

17.9%

13.7%

 Children & Youth   Poor   Mission    
 Outreach  

Capuchin Poor Clares

2021 Haiti Earthquake
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finance council
Steve Corder – Chair 
Laura Klein

    David Muir
Becky Schmid 
Mathew Schulz 
Brian Vogel                

Rev. Randy Dollins
Steve Bush*
Gary Hooper*
Kendra Wilt*

*Staff members

Total Operating Revenue                 $  8,722,564 
Total Operating Expenses                   (8,452,324)

  Net Operating Income          $      270,240 

(For additional financial details, contact Steve Bush at 303.770.1155.) 
 
*Archdiocesan Assessments and Charity represents 12% of Parish Expenses, 
leaving 88% available for Parish Operations.

**(Charity represents a goal of 10% or a tithe of offertory, which is typically 
distributed within  the fiscal year. Children’s offertory is 100% distributed to 
charities chosen by the children.)

***Total Operating Expenses do not include Annual Depreciation in the amount 
of  $1.148,558.

Fiscal Year: July 1, 2021–June 30, 2022
Statement of Revenue & Expenses

revenue

 School Personnel & Operating    Parish Personnel Costs 
 Parish Utilities, Maintenance & Insurance 

 Archdiocesan Assessments    Charity    All Other Expenses

 Offertory   School Tuition, Fundraiser & Other  
 All Other Operating Revenue   Gifts & Bequests

37.6% 55.9%
4.6%1.9% 

 operating expenses
      Amount    % of Total    
School Personnel & Operating $     3,717,495                44.0%
Parish Personnel Costs        2,513,336                29.7%
Parish Utilities, Maint & Insurance                  601,532            7.1%
Archdiocesan Assessments*                           564,060                  6.7% 
Charity**            467,385                 5.5%
Other Operating Expense            224,259                  2.7%
Stewardship & Communications                       180,670                 2.1% 
Religious Education Programs              80,464                 1.0%
Youth Programs               45,254                 0.5%  
Marriage & Family Life              23,210                 0.3%
Social Concerns & Auxiliary Orgs                         21,619                  0.3%   
Religious Goods Store              13,040                 0.1%

Total Operating Expenses***              $    8,452,324         100.0% 
 
Investment Expenses                                             17,980

Total Expenses                                    $    8,470,304

                                   Amount    % of Total 
Offertory                       $      4,874,920               55.9%
School Tuition, Fundraiser & Other               3,278,175               37.6%
Gifts & Bequests                                                  167,297                  1.9%
Other Revenue                                   140,065                  1.6%
Archbishops’ Catholic Appeal Rebate                 99,219                  1.1%
Religious Education Programs                              58,218                  0.7%
Religious Goods Store (Net of COGS)                  57,427                  0.7% 
Youth Programs                                     28,895                 0.3%
Marriage & Family Life                     17,982                  0.2% 
Interest                                            366                  0.0% 

Total Operating Revenue                     $   8,722,564             100.0% 

Investment Interest & Gains/(Losses)            (243,142)      
Total Revenue including 
Investments & Building Fund          $   8,479,422

44.0%
5.5% 7.0%

29.7%

6.7%

7.1% 
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Statement of Financial Position

registered households at our parish
4,128

264
newly registered households

12,467
registered individual parishioners

82
active ministries & programs
with over 1,700 participants

sacramental ministry – 2022
  84  Baptisms
137  First Communions
148  Confirmations
  16  RCIA (Rite of Initiation)
  11  Marriages
274  Anointing of the Sick
  87  Funerals

Unrestricted Bank Accounts and Cash               $     3,040,680 
Restricted Bank Accounts                                                       79,250 
Receivables, Advances, Deposits                                    165,351 
Gift Shop Inventory                                                     164,318 
Investments                                                                  1,340,144 
Property and Equipment                                               37,926,798 
Less: Accumulated Depreciation                            (16,138,032)

Total Assets                                                                    $  26,578,509           

Payroll Liabilities                                            $         147,110 
Accounts and Other Payables                                      154,589 
Deferred Tuition and Other Income                                   1,561,501 

Total Liabilities                                                               $      1,863,200 
 
Net Assets                                                                  25,854,748 
Current Period Changes to Net Assets                             (1,139,439) 

Total Net Assets                                                             $    24,715,309 
 
Total Liabilities & Net Assets                            $   26,578,509 

Our Parish at a Glance

We are so grateful for our parishioners,  
the heart and soul of  St. Thomas More.  

May God bless you abundantly!

THANK YOU!
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"The Fellowship of Catholic University Students (FOCUS)
is a Catholic collegiate outreach whose mission is to 
share the hope and joy of the gospel with college and 
university students, inspiring and equipping them for a 
lifetime of Christ-centered evangelization, discipleship, and 
friendships in which they lead others to do the same."

Curtis Martin, founder and CEO, began FOCUS with the 
purpose to share the love of Jesus Christ with college 
students. Supported by Pope St. John Paul II, he was 
told to "be soldiers." Their headquarters is located in 
Golden, Colorado. They have over 860 missionaries on 216 
campuses. 

St. Thomas More parish has been an avid supporter of 
many missionaries for FOCUS through our Charity account. 
Each missionary is required to raise 100% of his or her 
mission budget. The missionaries we have supported 
through the past 20+ years have been members of our 
parish prior to their involvement as a FOCUS missionary on 
a college campus. 

West Area Director Hilary Draft, (first row, second from the right) on a pilgrimage to 
Mexico with FOCUS Team Directors. 

BE SOLDIERS
The following is a brief introduction to the missionaries we 
are currently supporting.

One of our long-term missionaries we have supported is 
Brian McAdam who currently holds the position of Director 
of Formation with FOCUS. We have supported not only his 
ministry for over 20 years, we also supported his wife when 
she served as a missionary. Brian was a parishioner at our 
parish while he attended high school and college. 

Hilary Draftz is another missionary whose ministry we have 
helped to fund for seventeen years. She holds the position 
in FOCUS leadership as the West Area Director covering 
the western states from the Dakotas to California and 
everything in between. She has strong ties to our parish 
as she received all of her sacraments at St. Thomas More, 
from baptism in 1984 to her wedding in 2010. 

Victoria Green grew up at our parish and is now in her 
seventh year as a missionary. She serves on the Events 
Team for the national team based in Denver. She recently 

was involved with the SEEK22 
conference. She describes the 
results as, "bringing together over 
over 22,000 people to encounter 
Christ." Attendees gathered 
in homes, parishes, hotels, 
and convention centers across 
the nation and world. "There 
are countless stories of deep 
conversion and a deep recognition 
of God's mercy," she commented.
 
Our newest missionary we 
are supporting is Tim Mellen, 
graduating class of STM School in 
2014. He says, "FOCUS changed 
my life in college (CU-Boulder) and 
allowed me to further understand 
my identity as a son of God." He is 
currently a missionary in Flagstaff, 
Arizona. 

FOCUS is an incredible ministry 
that not only boldly proclaims the 
love of Jesus Christ in the secular 
college campuses, they organize 
missions, conferences, summer 
projects, and more. To discover 
more, visit their website: focus.
org. u
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A CHILD'S Perspective
By Irene Lindemer

Most children naturally have a sense of awe and wonder 
of God’s creation when they are young. As a parent, 
grandparent, or teacher, we have a responsibility to 
encourage them to continue to be amazed and appreciative 
of God’s bountiful gifts. Stewardship is an excellent lifestyle 
to teach our children. 

How do we nurture children to continually respond to 
God’s creation with caring and enjoyment, with gratitude 
and joy? It is helping them to discover the depth of God’s 
love, to learn that they are made in his image and likeness, 
and to encourage them to continually see how he touches 
their lives in all things. 

Knowing these truths will give them everything they need; 
they will have the tools to deflect what and when today's 
world tells them that they are not good enough unless 
they own a specific product, have a certain appearance, or 
whatever else is being promoted. Countering the world's 
message with the message of God's love is powerful.

Teaching children to learn how to count their blessings will 
help give them peace and satisfaction. This lesson will help 
counter the conflicting message of entitlement 
that our world regularly professes. As a child 
learns how to share, and to give something back 
to God, they learn that to do this, they must let 
go of some of their own desires. Learning the 
difference between needs and wants is a lifelong 
lesson.

Finally, stewardship is not a service project 
that has a beginning and end. It is not doing 
something to obtain something in return. Rather, 
it is a way of life. Sharing time, talent, and 
treasure every day will bring stewardship into 
their daily life.

At our parish, we offer offertory envelopes for 
our children and youth’s use. We encourage 
each one to have their own envelopes mailed 
to their home. Contact Ann Morin at the Parish 
Office to have them sent to your children once a 
month. We also provide extra envelopes at the 
church entrances.

As part of the Sunday offertory collection, the 
children are invited to bring their offering to 
the priest and place it in the basket. Help them 
understand that the money they give, whether 
a portion of their allowance or a gift from 

you, goes to our Children’s Charity account. Our parish 
school's largest fundraiser, the Mane Event, also adds to 
the Children's Charity account as the school tithes on the 
proceeds of the fundraiser. 

The Children’s Charity account is set up for our children and 
youth to determine what charities to support. Students 
at our school, with the guidance of their teachers, select 
charities they wish to support. Religious education students 
and the youth in our youth ministry are also encouraged 
to help in the decision of how best to distribute the funds 
allotted to them through the Children’s Charity account.

Our children and youth have supported our Discalced 
Carmelite’s mission, Catholic Charities, St. Jude’s hospital, 
K9 for vets, FOCUS missionaries, Gabby’s foundation and 
many more non-profit organizations. Children helping 
children and those in need is a beautiful foundation to live 
a life of stewardship.

Letting our children know that stewardship is a personal 
decision of generosity, a desire to give back, to serve others 
as an expression of gratitude and thanksgiving for God’s 
generosity is an important lesson. Stewardship is saying 
“thank you,” in a very personal way. u
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STM CATHOLIC SCHOOL

The Lion’s  
ROAR
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By Kaaryn Berges

The knowledge that we were walking the grounds which 
were visited and hiked by a saint was inspiring. In the 
middle of October, our sixth grade class went on a retreat 
to JPII’s Outdoor lab. Students spent three days where the 
students experienced fresh air, faith, and the opportunity 
to bond as a class. In addition, they got to learn more 
about St. Pope John Paul II, experiencing and learning 
about some of the things that this saint held close to his 
heart, the love of the outdoors.

Students kicked off the first day with some survival training. 
Students were challenged with building a shelter that 
would protect them from the elements and secure them 
a safe space, using only a tarp and the materials that they 
could find in the woods. Students created their shelters for 
the missionaries to then spray water and throw pinecones 
to test its strength. The creativity of our students was 
fascinating as they created these in such a short period of 
time. 

Students were able to pray in the St. Malo’s chapel 
in Eucharistic Adoration. The very spot that St. Pope 
John Paul II came to pray when World Youth Day was in 
Denver in 1993. Singing, praising, and the opportunity of 
reconciliation, the students experienced our Lord in a very 
special way. The retreat experience provides students to 
be immersed on three aspects near and dear to St. Pope 
John Paul II’s heart. The first being a relationship with 
God, followed by a relationship with others, and finally a 
relationship with self.

While there, students also experienced a night hike around 
a lake, taking in the moonlight, numerous stars, and 
allowing a unique opportunity to speak with God amongst 
beauty and silence. Students were able to take in all that 
God provides to us daily. These are moments that we hope 
the students never forget. 

The grounds around St. Malo’s have made it through 
so much in the last decade, fires, floods, and massive 
destruction. St. Pope John Paul II surely intercedes upon 
this land, as well as all who come to visit it. What an 
experience for the sixth grade class!  u 

OUTDOOR 
LAB
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a NIGHT to REMEMBER
STM Faculty

Our STM seventh grade class was asked to read the full 
novel of "A Night to Remember" by Sir Walter Lord. It is a 
non-fiction novel that recounts the final night of the sinking 
"Titanic."

The class was then challenged to create something 
that would be in a Titanic museum, or something that 
expressed their expanded knowledge of the ship. Their 
project included the completion of a one-page research 
paper in addition to what they created to show the class 
what they had learned. u 
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By Mary Tellus 

We have a new classroom in the preschool! We are 
delighted to offer a program for 2.5-year-old students and 
we call them the “Cubs.” Their little den of a classroom is 
beside the preschool office. We are blessed to have Mrs. 
Christina and Mrs. Amy join us in this room to be the Cubs’ 
teachers. They have done a phenomenal job putting the 
classroom together and an age-appropriate curriculum that 
follows the Archdiocese of Denver standards. The students 
learned all about bears in their first month and camped 
out in their classroom with a tent and campfire (fake of 
course). They culminated their bear theme with a Teddy 
Bear Picnic! October was fire safety month and we had a 
visit from personnel from a fire station! Firemen arrived 
in their fire truck and the children explored and talked to 
the firemen. The Cubs have learned all about community 
helpers this fall. u

MEET OUR CUBS

BOLD as a LION
Introducing “Bold as A Lion,” our newest alumni 
newsletter! This newsletter will be sent to past STM 
Catholic School students and families, as well as our 
current students and families. The name emanates from 
our wonderful mascot of a lion, as a symbol of Christ 
himself ruling over, and guiding his kingdom. Our chosen 
title also comes from Proverbs 28:1, which states, “The 
wicked flee when no one pursues, but the righteous are 
bold as a lion.”

It is our goal to share the great truth and news of Jesus 
Christ and the infiltration of that love into our school 
historically and currently. The light and greatness of our 
school will be shared with our alumni family in the hope 
of creating a deeper sense of relationship and community 
surrounding all that is St. Thomas More.

If you or anyone that you know are alumni of STM, please 
use the QR code provided to sign up to receive our 
quarterly newsletter. This newsletter will also be sent to 
all current families as well. If you have an amazing alumni 
family, or story to share, please contact our Content 
Coordinator, Kaaryn Berges at 
kaarynb@stthomasmore.org.

Be Bold for Christ and remember 
that he provides and guides each and 
every one of us. May he bless our 
school, our students, faculty, and staff 
in all his works and all he does. u  

By Kaaryn Berges

Within the four walls of STM Catholic school, we 
experience joy, laughter, learning, and deep interaction 
with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Being a student 
entrenched in the gift of our school is a blessing and 
one that is often dismissed as the mundane of daily life 
activities. 

What students don’t realize is the true blessing of being 
immersed in the many projects, activities, clubs, and 
experiences that create lifelong memories. So, what 
happens when our students graduate? They leave the 
comfort of what has potentially been their home away 
from home for nine years, they move on to high school and 
begin their lives as independent learners and servants of 
our Lord. What many people don’t realize is that we have 
past graduates come visit our amazing school – to say hello 
to the teachers and staff they once had, to walk the halls 
and exchange fond memories, to feel the warmth of that 
childhood love of school once again. Our alumni and their 
stories, accomplishments, successes are what make up a 
vital part of our STM Catholic heritage. Here at school, we 
hear a lot of what our alumni are doing, but there is a void 
with the alumni knowing what is going on in our school 
currently. We are wanting to share the awesomeness of our 
current student body AND other alumni with the greater 
community. With the help of our marketing and retention 
committees, we are rolling out an exciting new initiative.



24                                                                                                                                     DECEMBER 2022 | MORE INFORMED  

The SPARK
middle school & high school youth

By Greg Johnson 

For the last eight years,  STM Middle School Youth Ministry 
has held their Fall Retreat at Stone Canyon Outdoor Ed in 
over one weekend in October. This year our theme was 
“Come as you Are.”  

Middle School  
FALL RETREAT

It was truly an amazing retreat with so many youth and 
leaders becoming closer to God though the sacraments, 
talks, closer in relationship with each other in small groups, 
games, and other fun activities. Two of our youth, who are 
currently in Confirmation preparation, wanted to share 
their experience while on retreat. u
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By Sarah Hucke 
7th Grade

“At the end of the day, we returned to the cabins and 
nothing could take the smile off my face! During the 
2022 Fall Retreat, I was amazed at how many new friends 
I made and how close I felt to God throughout the 
weekend. We heard multiple talks from our leaders that 
focused on the theme ‘Come as you Are’ which helped 
me understand more about how my faith impacts my 
decisions and my life. 

One memorable experience was when we took a holy 
walk into the autumn leaves to pray in nature, I went to 
Confession, sat with Jesus in Adoration, and attended 
Mass with Father Chris. Although I spent the weekend 
spending time with God, we also did so many fun activities 
including meeting in small groups, playing an epic match 
of capture the flag, and playing nighttime dodgeball with 
neon lights. One of my favorite activities was the bonfire! 
We made s'mores, played games, and sang classic camp 
songs. I was also pleasantly surprised at how good the 
food was! I am so grateful for the youth ministers and 
mentors who made this experience possible and for 
God who walked by me throughout it all. This was a life 
changing experience that I’ll never forget.” u

By Savanna Schneider  
7th Grade  

“What an incredible experience, one I wasn’t 
expecting! When I arrived for my very first 
church retreat, I was nervous and I had so 
many questions. Where am I going to sleep?  
What are we going to eat and do here? Why 
did my parents sign me up for this retreat 
and what will I learn? Uneasy thoughts were 
buzzing in my head. 

I completely underestimated this trip all 
together. I was inspired and motivated by 
the experience. My favorite part about 
this retreat was adoration and confession 
as I grew closer to God. I felt renewed and 
restored. My faith grew by listening and 
learning from the other leaders' testimonies. 
I made new friendships in our small groups 
and enjoyed getting to spend time in God’s 
creation and learning more about him 
every day. I am so thankful that I got the 
opportunity to be a part of this experience 
and I can’t wait for next year.” u

COME AS YOU ARE  
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By Greg Johnson

It seems in today's day and age among our youth that 
being involved in a youth ministry or youth group isn’t 
a priority like it once was when I was in middle and high 
school. There are a lot of reasons I am sure: school work 
load, sports schedules, “my friends don’t go so I won’t,”  
and “I attend a Catholic School, why do I need youth 
ministry too?”  

These are a just a few excuses and reasons that a good 
number of youth decide they do not want or need youth 
ministry. I am here to say all those are lies from the evil 
one that hold us back! 

I can attest to all of these reasons, because I went to 
school at STM in middle school and attended Regis, 
where I had a very large load of homework and school 
work. I played sports each season and attended a Catholic 
school where I learned theology in class. I am here to 
encourage and tell you why I still desperately needed, and 
more importantly loved, youth ministry and how youth 
ministry involvement is the reason why I became so on 
fire for Jesus and my Catholic Faith! 

When I was in middle school and high school, being 
involved in youth ministry came down to where my 

priorities were, and more importantly I had parents and 
grandparents who made the Catholic faith be my number 
one priority. So parents out there, don’t be afraid to 
encourage your kids to get involved. Ultimately it is their 
decision, but you can help and lead by example! Even 
though I attend a Catholic school and learned a lot about 
the faith, that didn’t help me grow in my relationship with 
the person of our faith, that is Jesus! I too was involved in 
sports and had a lot of homework, but it’s amazing when 
you set your priority to grow in your faith, what you will do 
to make that happen. While involved in the youth ministry 
at STM, I developed some of the best friends I have to this 
day and grew so much in my love for Jesus and the Catholic 
faith. 

I want to invite and encourage all middle and high school 
youth to become involved in youth ministry! There are 
so many ways and varied activities, youth nights, events, 
field trips, and retreats that STM Youth Ministry offers! 
Even if you can only come once a month, or once a season, 
or can’t be consistent, we want you to come and bring 
your friends (Catholic or non-Catholic) with you! Lastly,  
give Jesus a chance and youth ministry a chance to really 
help form you and be a home away from home with the 
relationships you will build, the memories you will always 
cherish, and most importantly the growth you will have in 
your love of Jesus and the Catholic Church. u

Why YOUTH Ministry
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By Christina Hale

The STM Garage Sale was a success and also a lot of work. 
This year, our Garage Sale was from September 23–25. 
The collection was held the weekend before and the setup 
was during the following week. This annual event is for 
both middle and high school Youth Group participants. The 
profits go to the Youth Group participants who helped, and 
they can use the money for a variety of trips such as the 
Peru mission trip, Steubenville of the Rockies, and many 
others. 

By Maximus Williams
High School Sophomore

There were many things to do to help with the sale 
including: unloading cars with donations, moving items into 
McCallin Hall, stocking tables, pricing items, clean up, and 
much more. I was able to help through all the parts of the 
garage sale. 

I helped with unloading cars during the collection weekend. 
We piled the donations in every nook and cranny in the 
youth center. One of my favorite items was a rodeo jacket 
that we all took turns trying on. 

Then a couple of days later, I helped setup the garage sale 
by moving the donations into McCallin Hall. This year we 
had a lot more glassware than last year so there was a lot 

to unpack. We had so many donations we completely filled 
McCallin Hall.

During the sale there was one task that was needed but 
disliked. It was restocking. As items sold, tables became 
empty and stuff was on the ground so moving the items to 
tables helped them sell better. 

There were also many things that were fun during the 
garage sale. One fun thing I did was try to guess the prices 
of peoples items. Most of the time I guessed close, but 
there was times I was far off. Another hilarious thing my 
brothers and I did was make funny advertisements for the 
garage sale. One advertisement was my brother riding 
a trike and falling over saying “Come to the STM Garage 
Sale.” 

I was also able to grill lunch for the helpers at the garage 
sale. That particular lunch was burgers and hotdogs. It is 
great that lunch was provided for all the helpers. 

After the garage sale was over, we had to pack up any 
leftover items. They went to a thrift store called Arc. This 
year we had to put all the leftover items into pickup trucks 
and take them to Arc. We also had to clean up McCallin 
Hall and the Youth Center. I am really glad that I was able 
to help with the STM Garage Sale this year and I really 
enjoyed the opportunity to fund a future mission trip. u

Youth GARAGE Sale
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Time Sensitive Material

"We consider CHRISTMAS as the ENCOUNTER, the great ENCOUNTER, 
the historical ENCOUNTER, the decisive ENCOUNTER, 

between GOD and MANKIND. 
He who has FAITH knows this TRULY; let him REJOICE" (St. Paul VI).


