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pastor’s note
There is a wonderful line in the book of Joshua when, as the people of God
enter the Promised Land, Joshua tells them that they need to make a decision
and commitment to the life they are entering upon. He concludes with the
declaration: “as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” Joshua is
speaking as one who finds their role of leading God’s people being inconsistent
with any other stance. He knew where his heart and devotion needed to be
directed.
In our Gospel from Luke this weekend, we are reminded that upon the Lord
Jesus having been baptized and praying, a voice is heard coming from Heaven
proclaiming Him to be the beloved Son, with whom God is well pleased. Then
throughout the rest of the Gospel, Jesus gives us the basis for what living and
following Him would entail from us, and why we would even want to consider
living that way. Luke 9:23 has Him telling us that to be His disciple, i.e. following
Him, means we must deny ourselves, daily take up our cross and follow Him.

At first glance that might seem an unexpectedly high level of commitment
and devotion. But as I reflect on what is heard from the heavens in today’s Gospel, and what is again heard at the
Transfiguration event five verses later in Luke 9, it seems not only reasonable but desirable. There, the voice not only
says that “this is my chosen Son,” it goes on with the clear instruction: “listen to Him.”
Most of us began our relationship with the Lord when, as infants, we were freed from original sin and brought into the
family of God by our baptism. We became brothers and sisters of Jesus, and we were given the opportunity to let that
loving relationship be the foundation of all we live, believe and share. But, as with any family dynamic, sometimes we
don’t always make the choices that serve those family ties well. Sometimes, even while carrying the title Christian, our
decisions and actions do not shed a positive light on it or inspire and appeal to others to draw near to the Lord we say
we love and serve.
On this feast of the Baptism of our Lord, it is a good annual reminder of what our own baptism initiated in our life
journey. What decisions and witness has our life manifested that show we not only recognize Jesus as the beloved Son,
but also the one we want to serve and be close to? And most importantly, it is a reminder that whatever may have
happened years ago has little relevance if what we choose to do today is not in line with the wisdom of Joshua. Let us
serve the Lord.
One of the ways we serve the Lord is by being His presence in the lives of those around us as best we can. We have
a unique opportunity to be the hands, heart and compassion of our Lord to brothers and sisters we have likely never
met, but know to be in dire condition due to the Marshall Fire a week ago. The parish is taking up a special collection
to provide funds for the Archdiocese of Denver to be a tangible helping hand to our neighbors. I thank you for your
generosity and kindness.
On one other note, please be aware that our Knights of Columbus council is trying something a little new this year.
Next Saturday at noon, they will be hosting a Chili Cook-Off. Check page 9 of today’s bulletin for further details and
plan now to come and spend time with parishioners and friends, old and new.
– Msgr. Tom
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a reflection on
today’s readings
Grow
For cradle Catholics, baptism may be the most important
step on the Christian journey that none of us actually
remembers. Which is too bad! After all, the Catechism
of the Catholic Church instructs us that baptism is “the
basis of the whole Christian life, the gateway to life in the
Spirit.” (CCC 1213) Yes, baptism cleanses us of original sin,
but it’s much more than that! We need only look to Jesus
to see that. Though without sin, Jesus’ baptism is a turning
point in His life all the same. The Holy Spirit descends
upon Him and a voice from heaven cries out, “You are my
beloved Son.” So begins the public ministry, in which Jesus
would carry out His Father’s saving mission. Through our
baptism, at any age, we too become God’s beloved sons
and daughters. Through word and sacrament, Jesus invites
us to share in His mission by turning our lives over to our
Father as we embrace our Christian journey.

Go
Baptism is often referred to as “the doorway to the
Church” because through this sacrament, our sins are
forgiven and we are united to Christ and His Church. It is
the door which gives access to all the other sacraments.
(Cf., CCC 1213) At the conclusion, the celebrant asks God
to continue to pour out His blessing upon those being
baptized, and send His peace to all who are gathered.
As baptized Christians, we are now adopted children
of God; we are disciples who are empowered, through
the wisdom and strength of the Holy Spirit, to share the
Good News and help build the kingdom of God on earth.
Sound intimidating? It shouldn’t. Each day that we “put on
Christ” and do His work, God is re-creating us and making
us into something far better than we could ever be on our
own. Embrace this faith you have been given and go out
and share your gifts and talents with others, confident in
the Spirit that guides you.

Serve
Think of something you have been told you are very good
at by friends or coworkers – something for which you
have been “anointed,” in a sense. In what way can you do
something specific to lead others with care in this area, or
perhaps do a very particular good yourself?
– Written by The Faithful Disciple
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prayer

This Week’s Mass Intentions
Sunday, January 9:
The Baptism of the Lord
7:00am Edward Oswald †
8:30am Phyllis McKiernan †
10:30am Mass for the People
of St. Thomas More
12:30pm Martha Jahner †
5:30pm The Coltrane Family
Monday, January 10:
6:30am The Dillon Family
9:00am Mary McAleer †
Tuesday, January 11:
6:30am Richard Hartmann
9:00am Cecelia German †
Wednesday, January 12:
6:30am Rush Limbaugh †
9:00am Dorie & Gene Ewig †
Thursday, January 13:
6:30am Matias Garcia †
9:00am Ed Murphy †

Friday, January 14:
6:30am Joan McPhillips †
9:00am Anthony Albert and
George Bowerman
Saturday, January 15:
7:30am Ed & Jennie
Murphy †
4:00pm Cecelia German †
5:30pm Bill Hamouz †
Sunday, January 16:
Second Sunday in
Ordinary Time
7:00am Maria Gilbreath
8:30am Mildred and
Nicole Marquez †
10:30am Mass for the People
of St. Thomas More
12:30pm Enrique Zambrano †
5:30pm Clara Adams †

This Week’s Prayer Intentions
Pray for our ill parish members & relatives:
Katie Chavez
Pray for our deceased parish members & relatives:
Robert Faulhaber, Fr. Jude Geilenkirchen, Jean McGillick,
Ted Sandhoff, Don Wise
Due to the Privacy Act, only immediate family members may
request a name to be placed on the prayer list. Please call the
parish office at 303.770.1155. Funeral times at STM are
published at stthomasmore.org when arrangements are finalized.

Praying Prodigal Hearts Home
Join us to pray for the return of our
loved ones to the Catholic faith.
Pray the Rosary, find fellowship and
support others on the journey.

Cancer Novena
Special prayers for
people afflicted
with cancer and
for their families

Now through Thursday, January 13:
5:00pm in St. Peregrine Hall

Memorial Mass
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Questions? Contact Colleen Goffredi
at chgoffredi@gmail.com.

Come pray our novena, which is about
40 minutes each day. You may pray
privately when attending is inconvenient.
For questions or to submit names for
the list, email jmhmah@aol.com.

In memory of all
the children lost
to abortion

This Thursday, January 13:
7:00PM in St. Joseph Room

Tesoros de Dios
Treasures of
God, a bilingual
prayer group

We pray, we laugh and we praise God
together in both Spanish and English.
Come pray with us if this is for you!

Next Friday, January 21:
6:00pm in the church

This Friday, January 14:
7:00–8:00pm in St. Peregrine

Join us for Mass offered for the overturn
of the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision. In
these 49 years, 60 million children have
been lost to abortion in our country.

For questions, contact Rosamaria
Samaniego at 303.717.4728 or
leadbyfa1th.roses@gmail.com.

faith
Men For All Seasons
Join us for
great topics
designed to
meet you
wherever you
are in your
spiritual life.

Fridays beginning January 14:
6:20–7:20am in McCallin Hall
We welcome all men to come join us
for fellowship and strengthening your
faith. For our spring program, Men For
All Seasons will continue the series
Catholicism: The Pivotal Players from
Bishop Barron’s Word on Fire.

Spirits, Ribs & Parables
For all couples,
from newly
engaged to
married more
than 50 years!

Help with
healing and
spiritual
support.

Mondays beginning January 31:
6:30–8:30pm in the Padre
Divorced men and women are invited
to this 12-week series. Topics discussed
include shock, grief, anger, forgiveness,
finances, family, romance and dating,
all in light of Catholic teaching and the
encounter with Jesus Christ.
Cost is $20. Childcare is available.
To register, scan the QR code with
your phone’s camera app or visit
https://membership.faithdirect.net/
events/details/7823. For questions,
contact Melanie Lauer at melaniel@
stthomasmore.org or 303.221.9234

Questions of the Week
Adult: Do you think that God was
“well pleased” by your actions in recent
weeks? Why?
Child: What good thing could you do this
week that would be pleasing to God?

Enjoy spiritual discussion, dinner,
fellowship and fun! This couples’
supper club meets for four months,
rotating hosts with four couples as they
grow in faith and feast on home-cooked
meals, all while developing great new
friendships with other couples!
Register by Sunday, January 16 with
Jonathan & Darcy Souza at SRP@
stthomasmore.org or 303.250.2318.

For questions, contact Steve Bell at
303.886.1844 or Dcn. Steve Stemper at
303.867.0610.

Comfort for the Divorced
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Responding to Ideologies
In Our Culture
All are invited
for this
important,
informative
event examining
the current
culture.

Saturday, January 29:
10:00am in McCallin Hall I
Join us for a panel discussion on
ideologies currently being pushed in
our culture, including in our schools.
As Catholics, how do we respond to
them and what are our obligations?
For questions, contact Melissa
Ogburn at melissaogburn@aol.com or
303.908.7129. For childcare ($15 per
family), contact Donna Engel by January
21 at donnae@stthomasmore.org.

Consider Our Parish School
For Your Child’s Education
Read page 8 of this bulletin for
information about upcoming events
for prospective parents to learn more
about our excellent parish school for
children in preschool through eighth
grade! Please pass along the event
details to your family members and
friends who might be interested.
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time & talent

Blood Drive
Transform a
life – and
your own!

Souper Bowl of Caring

Saturday, January 15:
7:30–11:45am in the STM School Gym

“Tackle hunger”
this Super
Bowl Sunday!

Save lives as a blood donor (all blood
types) or volunteer to help at our STM
Parish Blood Drive. The pandemic has
caused an urgent need for donations.

Help feed the homeless in our
community this winter with STM Youth
Ministry’s Souper Bowl of Caring.
Sign up now so we can plan, organize
and coordinate the Sunday, February
13 event. Service opportunities include
collecting canned goods and supplies
outside local shops along with other
ways to get involved. Volunteer times
are available for middle and high
school youth, families and adults to
participate in this annual tradition.

There are three ways to sign up:
 In the Narthex after all Masses this
Saturday & Sunday, January 8 & 9.
 Online at https://donors.vitalant.org
and enter Blood Drive Code 0225.
 Call Vitalant at 303.363.2300 and
mention St. Thomas More.
For eligibility questions, call 303.363.2202.

For details or to sign up, contact Greg
Johnson at gregj@stthomasmore.org.

Welcome to St. Thomas More!

Confessions: Monday–Friday: 8:00am, Thursday: 6:30pm,

8035 S Quebec St | Centennial, Colorado 80112
303.770.1155 | stthomasmore.org

Holy Hour for Vocations: Thursday: 6:30–7:30pm

Go and make disciples

Saturday: 8:30am

Perpetual Adoration: 24-hour Eucharistic Adoration in the
Adoration Chapel. Contact: adoration@stthomasmore.org.

Clergy

Pastor: Msgr. Thomas Fryar
Parochial Vicars: Rev. Matt Hartley, Rev. Rohan Miranda, O.C.D.,
Rev. Ivan Monteiro, O.C.D.
Deacons: Dcn. Tim Hathaway, Dcn. George Morin,
Dcn. Alan Rastrelli, M.D., Dcn. David Simonton, Dcn. Steve Stemper,
Dcn. George Brown (retired), Dcn. Bob Cropp (retired),
Dcn. Tim Walsh (retired)

Parish Office

303.770.1155 | Hours: Monday–Friday: 8:00am–5:00pm

Sacrament of Baptism: For baptisms, contact Sandra Schwab

at sandras@stthomasmore.org no less than one month prior to the
baptism ceremony. Visit stthomasmore.org for more information.

Sacrament of Matrimony: For weddings, contact Sandra

Schwab at sandras@stthomasmore.org no less than eight months
prior to the wedding for marriage preparation information.

Sunday Masses: Saturday (Anticipatory): 4:00 & 5:30pm

Sacrament of the Sick: Contact the parish office at onset
of illness. In case of death in the family, contact the parish office
immediately at 303.770.1155.

Daily Masses: Monday–Friday: 6:30 & 9:00am. Saturday: 7:30am

For sacramental emergencies when the parish office is closed,
call 303.370.0242.

Sunday: 7:00, 8:30 & 10:30am (incense; live-streamed),
12:30PM, 5:30pm

For prayer requests,
please visit our
website or use our
parish app.
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Daily readings
available on
our website
& parish app.

Learn more about our faith, history, saints and
parish ministries, watch streamed Mass videos
and stay up-to-date with parish news. “Like” our
St. Thomas More Catholic Parish page on Facebook!

treasure
Marshall Fire Recovery
Special Collection
Prayers and
financial
support for all
those affected
by the fires.

In response to the devastating fires on
December 30 in the towns of Louisville
and Superior in Boulder County, the
Archdiocese of Denver has set up a
Marshall Fire Recovery Assistance Fund.

Soles4Souls
Thank you
for bringing
in shoes for
our collection
drive!

We will have a special collection this
weekend, Saturday & Sunday, January
8 & 9, at all Masses to help support
the victims of this most destructive fire
in Colorado history. Please make
your check payable to: “Archdiocese
of Denver Emergency Assistance.”
You may also donate to the relief efforts
online at ArchDen.org. Thank you for
your generous support of those in need.

Giving to those
who have given
a lifetime.

The U.S. Bishops’ national collection
for the Retirement Fund for Religious
benefits more than 30,000 elderly
Catholic religious sisters, brothers and
religious order priests – people who
have consecrated their lives to serving
God, the Church and us.
In lieu of a second collection, the
STM Stewardship Committee has
authorized a donation of $20,000 on
behalf of the parishioners of STM for
the Retirement Fund for the Religious.
This donation will assist many elder
religious who have worked for years
for small stipends, leaving a large gap
in retirement savings. Thank you, STM!

Donate shoes to help those in need
and support our STM Catholic School
Beta Club’s shoe drive!
Continuing now through January 25:
Bring your shoe donations to the
collection box in the Narthex.
Shoes can be any size, any condition,
and any kind of footwear, including
boots, flip-flops and slippers.
Please attach pairs to each other
with rubber bands or loosely tie the
laces together. Single shoes are also
welcome.
For questions, contact Abby Basile
at abbyb@stthomasmore.org or
303.770.0441.

We pray for the many people who lost
their homes (estimated over 1,000),
property, businesses and livelihoods.
May God bless and comfort all those
who are affected by this terrible fire.

National Retirement Fund
For Religious
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vocations
Traveling Chalice
Couples, families
& individuals are
invited to sign up

Praying for vocations this week:
The Hathaway Family
Bringing home the traveling chalice is
a meaningful opportunity to enjoy a
special week praying for our priests
and for an increase in vocations to
the priesthood and religious life!
To sign up for the chalice, contact Karen
Smoody at karens@stthomasmore.org.
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youth: middle & high school
Join Us for Youth Group
High School (grades 9–12) –
Breakaway: Wednesday, January 12:
7:00–8:45pm in the H.S. Youth Center

Colorado Avalanche Game
Join us for fun
& friendship!

All middle & high school students and
their families are invited to join us for a
night out at the Avalanche game. Go Avs!

Middle School (grades 6–8) –
EchoFire: Thursday, January 13:
6:00–7:30pm in the Catacombs

our school

Contact Greg Johnson for details or to
sign up at gregj@stthomasmore.org.

Celebrate Life with STM Youth
Come with us
to this great
community-wide
event!

Learn About Our
Excellent Parish School
STM Catholic
is a parochial
school, deeply
rooted in the
Gospel of Jesus
Christ and the
teaching of
the Catholic
Church.

Join us for our upcoming informational
events to explore STM Catholic School!
Prospective Parents Information Meeting
Wednesday, January 19:
6:00pm in the school’s small cafeteria
Open House & Campus Tours
Wednesday, February 2:
11:00am–2:00pm
Come see what STM Catholic School
is all about! Our excellent school is
grounded in our Catholic faith,
rigorous academics, virtues and service.
To learn more, visit stmcatholic.org. For
questions or info, call 303.770.0441.
Preschool Registration:

Our STM Preschool encourages children
to become lifelong learners through our
programs for children ages 3–5. Contact
us at preschool@stthomasmore.org or
303.770.1155 x832 for more details.
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This Friday, January 14:
4:00–10:00pm

Saturday, January 15:
Join STM Youth Ministry for the
Celebrate Life Rally & March in Denver!
Contact Christina Hale or Greg Johnson
at christinah@stthomasmore.org or
gregj@stthomasmore.org for more info.

Upcoming Retreats
All youth are
welcome for
an inspirational
retreat!

Join us for a life-changing retreat! Grow
in faith, prayer, service and friendship
on an exciting weekend adventure.
High School (grades 9–12) –
Journey to Life 2022, “I AM!”:
Friday–Sunday, January 21–23
Steubenville of the Rockies 2022:
Friday–Sunday, July 1–3; Turn in your
deposit slip by January 18 to reserve
your spot! Contact David Tschumper at
youth@stthomasmore.org or Christina
Hale at christinah@stthomasmore.org
for info about our high school retreats.
Middle School (grades 6–8) –
Mountain Madness:
Friday–Sunday, February 18–20:
For details and to register, contact Greg
Johnson at gregj@stthomasmore.org.

social
Chili Cook-Off Competition
Saturday, January 15:
12:00–3:00pm in McCallin Hall
– Competitors, please arrive at
11:00am for setup.

Chili Cook-Off:
Enter your
delicious chili
and compete
to win!

Bring your favorite homemade
red or green chili to compete for
“Best Chili at STM!”

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

Come Enjoy Delicious Chili
Chili Cook-Off:
Join us for this
exciting, fun
and delicious
parish-wide
event!

For details and to register online,
visit stthomasmore.org/event/
chili-cook-off. Registration fee:
$25 per entry for competitors. For
questions, contact Bobby Rogers
at bobby.rogers1@gmail.com or
303.549.0950. Sponsored by the
Knights of Columbus Council 10205.

Saturday, January 15:
12:00–3:00pm in McCallin Hall
Bring your family to have fun and
sample some great chili recipes
prepared by our fellow parishioners.
You’ll also get to vote for your favorite
red and green chili entries to win!
For more details, visit stthomasmore.
org/event/chili-cook-off. To come
eat (patrons) is $10 per adult, $5
per child age 5–12, kids under 5 are
free! For questions, contact Bobby
Rogers at bobby.rogers1@gmail.com
or 303.549.0950. Sponsored by the
Knights of Columbus Council 10205.

outside the parish
Alpha Program
Mondays beginning January 10:
6:30pm at Pax Christi Catholic Church

You’re invited
to belong,
connect,
discover.

St. Augustine’s Confessions
St. Augustine’s
Confessions
changes lives!

Enjoy a powerful six-week video
course with Dr. Seth Fabian on St.
Augustine’s brilliant work Confessions.

All are welcome each week as we explore
life, faith and meaning. Connect with
others over a free meal, hear a short talk
and share your own experiences.

For more info and to register, visit
https://sjvlaydivision.org/registration
or email laydivision@archden.org or
call 303.715.3195. Tuition cost: $100.

For more information or to register,
visit https://qrco.de/PaxAlpha.

Celebrate Life
Come gather to
joyfully celebrate
life at all stages
and to honor
courageous
mothers!

Saturday, January 15:
11:30am: Mass at the Cathedral in
Denver with Archbishop Aquila.
1:00pm: Rally at the Colorado State
Capitol with guest speakers and music.
2:00pm: March in Civic Center Park.
The McGarrity family, STM parishioners,
will be among the speakers. Visit
respectlifedenver.org for details.

Mondays beginning January 10:
6:30–8:30pm online

Women’s Bible Study
Topic: Ordering
your priorities
and building a
life well-lived.

Tuesdays beginning January 18:
5:30pm at Ave Maria Church or by Zoom
All women are invited for this practical
eight-week Bible study that will help
you put the most important things first.
For details or to register, contact
Marybeth Brush at 720.878.6236
or MarybethBrush@gmail.com.
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